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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. AppUcant's submission filed on 4/20/06 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see the amendment, filed 4/20/06, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 1-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of US 6,510,325, and US 5,737,332. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 4/20/06 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive, in regard to the admitted prior art. The applicants submit that they have never 
admitted that it is well known in the art to configure and conductive component of an electronic 
communication device as an antenna. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Re 1) To adequately traverse such a finding, an applicant must specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the examiner's action, which would include stating why the noticed 
fact is not considered to be common knowledge or well-known in the art. See 37 CFR 
1.111(b). See also Chevenard, 139 F.2d at 713, 60USPQat241 ("[I]n the absence of 
any demand by appellant for the examiner to produce authority for his statement, we will 
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not consider this contention."). A general allegation that the claims define a patentable 
invention without any reference to the examiner's assertion of official notice would be 
inadequate. If applicant does not traverse the examiner's assertion of official notice or 
applicant's traverse is not adequate, the examiner should clearly indicate in the next Office 
action that the common knowledge or well-known in the art statement is taken to be admitted 
prior art because applicant either failed to traverse the examiner's assertion of official notice or 
that the traverse was inadequate. 

The Examiner took Official Notice in claim 2 in the office action filed on 3/1 1/04. The 
applicant did not traverse or make mention of the Official Notice in the reply to the office action 
filed on 7/9/04. The Examiner took Official Notice in claims 2-12 in the office action filed on 
2/10/05. The appUcant did not traverse or make mention of the Official Notice in the reply to the 
office action filed on 6/10/05. The Examiner states that the official notice statement is taken to 
be prior art in the Office action filed on 8/4/05. Therefore, the applicant's failure to traverse the 
official notice statement is an admission that the well-known in the art statement is prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U»S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mack 11 
et ah, US 6,510,325, in view of Hanaoka, US 5,757,332. 
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In regard to claim 1, Mack II et al, US 6,510,325, discloses a camera comprising: 
a communication device (see figure la), accommodated inside the camera 
housing which allows radio communication with another unit (see column 2, lines 
52-57); and 

a non-communicating purpose component attached to the camera housing 
(see figure 5, element 26: strap). 

The Mack reference does not disclose said non-communicating purpose 
component being a conductive component insulated from the camera housing but not 
shielded electromagnetically, the non-communicating purpose component also serving as 
a radio antenna, operatively connected with said communication device and outputting 
and/or receiving radio waves to/from said another unit. 

Hanaoka et al., US 5,757,332, discloses a communication device with a strap 
antenna (3) that serves as both a strap and an antenna wherein the conductive material for 
the antenna is insulated from the rest of the device in the strap (see figures 1-8 and 
abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Mack II et al., US 6,510,325, in view of 
Hanaoka, US 5,757,332, to have the non-communicating purpose component being a 
conductive component insulated from the camera housing but not shielded 
electromagnetically, the non-communicating purpose component also serving as a radio 
antenna, operatively connected with said communication device and outputting and/or 
receiving radio waves to/from said another unit, in order to prevent unwanted 
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interference from the radio frequency transmissions, while making the device more 
compact with fewer parts. 

In regard to claims 2, 3, and 5-12, Mack II et al., US 6,510,325, in view of 
Hanaoka, US 5,757,332, discloses the limitations of claim I. The Mack and Hanaoka 
references do not disclose that the non-communicating component includes any one of a 
hot shoe to which an accessory is set, a reflector of a flash, a strap holding member, a 
ring member surrounding a lens, a camera operating button, a camera operating dial, a 
camera operating lever, a lens tube for supporting a lens therein, a cover of a battery, and 
a cover of a recording-medium storing section. 

It is admitted prior art that it is well known in the art to configure any conductive 
component of an electronic communication device as an antenna in order to reduce the 
number of parts and miniaturize the device. The previous statement was taken as 
admitted prior art in a previous office action, as explained above. 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time of invention 
to be motivated to modify Mack II et al., US 6,510,325, in view of Hanaoka, US 
5,757,332, to have the conductive component includes any one of hot shoe to which an 
accessory is set, a reflector of a flash, a strap, a strap holding member, a ring member 
surrounding a lens, a camera operating button, a camera operating dial, a camera 
operating lever, a lens tube for supporting a lens therein, a cover of a battery, and a cover 
of a recording-medium storing section, wherein said conductive component serving a 
non-communication purpose for said camera, such that said conductive component is not 
dedicated solely to communication and instead serves as both an element for a non- 
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communication purpose of said camera and is also used as the radio antenna, in order to 
reduce the number of parts and miniaturize the device. 

In regard to claim 4, Mack II et al, US 6,510,325, in view of Hanaoka, US 
5,757,332, discloses the limitations of claim 1. The Hanaoka reference discloses that the 
non-communicating component is a strap (see figure 5, element 26). 

In regard to claim 13, Mack II et al., US 6,510,325, in view of Hanaoka, US 
5,757,332, discloses the camera according to claim 1. 

It is admitted prior art that it is well known in the art for a communication device 
to include a high frequency module connected to an antenna by a high frequency cable, in 
order to transmit data at the correct frequency so that the desired device may receive it is 
taken as prior art. The previous statement was taken as admitted prior art in the previous 
office action. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Mack II et al, US 6,5 10,325, in view of 
Hanaoka, US 5,757,332, to have a communication device to include a high frequency 
module connected to an antenna by a high frequency cable, in order to transmit data at 
the correct frequency so that the desired device may receive it. 
6, Claims 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamagishi, US 6,710,807, in view of Hanaoka et al., US 5,757,332. 

In regard to claims 14, Yamagishi, US 6,710,807, discloses a camera comprising: 
at least one member, a lens tube for supporting the lens therein (see figure 
1, element 300); 
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a communication device (see figure 1, element 1 10) which allows radio 
communication with other unit (see column 8, lines 52-55); 

an antenna (see figure 1, element 1 12) connected to the communication 
device for outputting and/or receiving radio waves to/from said another unit (see 
figure 8, lines 56-60). 

The Yamagishi reference does not disclose that the at least one member is 
connected to said communication device as a radio antenna for outputting and/or 
receiving radio waves to/from another unit, the at least one member is formed by a 
conductive component insulated from a camera housing, but not electromagnetically 
shielded. 

Hanaoka et al, US 5,757,332, discloses a communication device with a 
component or member (strap antenna 3) that serves as both a strap and an antenna 
wherein the conductive material for the antenna is insulated from the rest of the device in 
the strap (see figures 1-8 and abstract). It is admitted prior art that it is well known in the 
art to configure any conductive component of an electronic communication device as an 
antenna in order to reduce the number of parts and miniaturize the device. The previous 
statement was taken as admitted prior art in a previous office action, as explained above. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Yamagishi, US 6,710,807, in view of 
Hanaoka, US 5,757,332, to have the at least one member, the lens tube, connected to said 
communication device as a radio antenna for outputting and/or receiving radio waves 
to/from another unit, the at least one member is formed by a conductive component 
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insulated from a camera housing, but not electromagnetically shielded, in order to prevent 
unwanted interference from the radio frequency transmissions. 

In regard to claim 15, Yamagishi, US 6,710,807, in view of Hanaoka, US 
5,757,332, discloses the camera according to claim 14. The Yamagishi reference 
discloses the at least one member, lens tube (300), is provided at a portion of said camera 
where a user of said camera does not unconsciously touch of unconsciously cover said 
radio antenna during operation of the camera (see figure 1 , element 100). 

In regard to claim 16-20, Yamagishi, US 6,710,807, in view of Hanaoka, US 
5,757,332, discloses the camera according to claim 14. The Mack and Hanaoka 
references do not disclose that the conductive component is a hot shoe to which an 
accessory is set, a reflector of a flash, a strap setting member, lens tube, or a ring 
member. 

It is admitted prior art that it is well known in the art to configure any conductive 
component of an electronic communication device as an antenna in order to reduce the 
number of parts and miniaturize the device. The previous statement was taken as 
admitted prior art in a previous office action as explained above. 

It would have been obvious to a person skilled in the art at the time of invention 
to be motivated to modify Yamagishi, US 6,710,807, in view of Hanaoka, US 5,757,332, 
to have the conductive be a hot shoe, a reflector, a strap holding member, lens tube, or a 
ring member, wherein said conductive component serving a non-communication purpose 
for said camera, such that said conductive component is not dedicated solely to 
communication and instead serves as both an element for a non-communication purpose 
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of said camera and is also used as the radio antenna, in order to reduce the number of 



parts and miniaturize the device. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 571-272-7369. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAJR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



gvs 




VIVEK SRIVASTAVA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



